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Drainage 

 

Why should I Be 

concerned? 

Be conscious of where your drains 

flow.  When purchasing a house 

think about where the sump pump 

outlets, where the roof drains 

outlet, are there easements on my 

property.  

These are a few good questions to 

ask yourself when mowing your 

yard or looking at purchasing a 

home. 

Where does the water 

flow? 

Town of Whiteland 

Keep our Streams 

Clean and our water 

flowing. 
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Drainage 

Water is the common nuisance. If 

you do not want it in your yard, 

most likely your neighbor doesn’t 

want it in theirs. 

The majority of homes built in 

town have been designed to 

control where the water flows.  

Altering or changing the direction 

of water flow could very well harm 

your neighbor and disrupt the 

design of the subdivision.  

Keep the grass mowed and 

maintain yard debris and 

remember if you block the water 

from crossing your property you 

back water upon your neighbor.   

Storm Drains – Back and side yard swales – Retention ponds 

What is a drainage swale 
and why do I need it? 

 

 

 Drainage swales are an 

environmentally sensitive means of 

providing water runoff from a 

property.  In addition to conveying 

storm water the intention of a swale 

is to provide storm water treatment 

by allowing some portion of the 

runoff water to infiltrate into the 

ground versus completely running off 

to an outfall.  The infiltration process 

cleans the runoff water and provides 

a natural recharge to the ground 

water.      

Why does water stand in 
my yard following a rain 

storm? 

Standing water can be caused by a 

number of factors.  First and 

probably foremost the yard should 

be graded such that there are no 

depressions and the water is 

directed toward an outfall.  The 

outfall may be the roadside 

drainage system of swales, ditches 

and pipes or backyard drainage 

swales or ditches that eventually 

lead to an outfall.  Frequently the 

flow of backyard drainage systems 

is blocked by privacy fences, 

storage barns or other yard 

obstructions. 

Keep water away from 
foundations. 

 

It is the homeowners’ 

responsibility to maintain the 

proper drainage off and through 

their property.  The back yard 

and side yard easement are a 

dedication of utilities and 

drainage.  These easements are 

not the responsibility of the town 

to maintain. 


